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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The references listed in the information disclosure statements submitted on 
7/8/02 has been considered by the examiner (see attached PTO-1449). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall conclude witti one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 12 recites the limitation "the master controller" in line 1 of the claim. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) ttie invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
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3. Claims 10-11, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Grimes et al (US 4,223,301). 

Regarding claim 10. Grimes discloses an apparatus and method for conserving 
energy in electrical appliances by connecting or disconnecting power in responsive to 
door activated switch means, comprising : 

- activating a radio frequency signal transmitter upon a room occupant action 
(deadbolt engagement) within a room (see Fig. 2 and col. 1 , line 49 - col. 3, line 1 1 ); 

- sending a radio frequency signal to a receiver as claimed (see Fig. 2 and col. 1, 
line49-col. 3, line 11); 

- activating the controlled power device as claimed(see Fig. 2 and col. 1 , line 
49 -col. 3, line 11); 

- deactivating the RF transmitter as claimed(see Fig. 2 and col. 1 , line 49 - col. 
3. line 11); 

Regarding claim 11, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same reason as 
set forth in claim 1 above. In addition, it is clear that Grimes would disclose modulating 
a thermostat control unit as claimed (see col. 4, lines 35-61). 

Regarding claim 13, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same reason as 
set forth in claim 1 above. In addition. Grimes discloses a relay switch as claimed (see 
col. 4, lines 41-46). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomris the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was nnade. 

4. Claims 1-3, 5-9, 12, 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Grimes. 

Regarding claims 1-3, 12, Grimes discloses all the claimed limitations, see claim 
10 above, except for a master controller. However, it is noted that since the transmitter 
is used for controlling energy of appliances, with the broadest reasonable interpretation, 
the transmitter would read on the master controller as claimed. Therefore, the claimed 
limitation is made obvious by Grimes for providing a master controller as claimed, for 
controlling energy of appliances. Further, it is clear that the transmitter (master 
controller) is located within the room proximal to an entry way as claimed (see Fig. 1 ). 

Regarding claim 5, it is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 1 
above. In addition, since the use of a crystal as a RF transmitter is well known in the art, 
it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify Grimes for providing a 
crystal as claimed, for utilizing advantages of the crystal transmitter such as low power, 
low cost. 

Regarding claim 6, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same reason as 
set forth in claim 1 above. In addition, Grimes disclose a thermostat control unit as 
claimed (see col. 4, lines 35-61). 
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Regarding claim 7. the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same reason as 
set forth in claim 1 above. In addition, it is clear that Grimes would disclose a 
modulating frequency switch as claimed (see col. 7, lines 4-8). 

Regarding claim 8, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same reason as 
set forth in claim 1 above. In addition. Grimes discloses a relay switch as claimed (see 
col. 4, lines 41-46). 

Regarding claims 9, 14, they are rejected for the same reason as set forth in 
claim 1 above. In addition, since the use of a power transistor as an electrical switch is 
well known in the art, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify 
Grimes for providing a power transistor as claimed, for utilizing advantages of the 
transistor switch such as low power, low cost. 

Regarding claim 15. the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same reason as 
set forth in claim 1 above. In addition. Grimes discloses the use of RF signal for 
lessening energy in a vacant room as claimed (see col. 2, line 63 - col. 3, line 1). 

5. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Grimes in 
view of Fichtner et al (US 4,150,415). 

Regarding claim 4, Grimes discloses all the claimed limitations, see claim 1 
above, except for the insertion of card for activation. However, in an analogous art. 
Fichtner discloses an energy conservation system wherein the activation is triggered 
with the insertion of a card (see Fig. 2, and col. 4, lines 20-27). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one skill in the art to incorporate Fichtner's teaching to Grimes as 
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well, for utilizing the insertion of card key as a room occupant indicator, so that a person 
is forced to remove the key from the receptacle upon leaving the room, thereby result in 
disconnecting power in the room (see col. 1, lines 50-62). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

- Vories et al (US Patent Number 5,861 .806), Occupied room indicator. 
. Weber (US 5,598,039), Method and apparatus for sensing state of electric 
power flow though a master circuit and producing remote control of a slave circuit. 

7. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

703-872-9314 (for formal communications intended for entry) 
(for informal or draft communications, please label PROPOSED or DRAFT) 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 

Drive, Arlington VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Due M. Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-306- 
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4531. The examiner can nomially be reached on Monday-Thursday (9:30 AM - 5:00 
PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Edward Urban can be reached on 703-305-4385. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 

Due Nguyen 
July 5. 2004 




